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Germany	
  



*  When	
  we	
  think	
  of	
  Germany,	
  most	
  Jews	
  immediately	
  
recoil	
  with	
  anger,	
  resentment,	
  fear.	
  
*  Words	
  we	
  may	
  associate	
  with	
  Germany	
  

Word	
  Association 	
  	
  

•  Murder	
  
•  Death	
  
•  Anti	
  Semitism	
  
•  Nazis	
  
•  Holocaust	
  

•  Darkness	
  
•  Hitler	
  
•  Persecution	
  
•  Pogroms	
  
•  Systematic	
  

	
  



Is	
  Germany	
  Categorically	
  Evil?	
  
Megilla	
  6b	
  

Rashi	
  



Is	
  Germany	
  Categorically	
  Evil?	
  
Yoma	
  10a	
  

Artscroll	
  

Gr”a	
  



Chochmas	
  Chaim	
  (Ki	
  Seitzeh):	
  
	
  
Rav	
  Yosef	
  Chaim	
  Sonnenfeld	
  (1848-­‐1932)	
  
would	
  not	
  recite	
  a	
  blessing	
  King	
  when	
  the	
  
King	
  of	
  Germany	
  visited	
  Jerusalem	
  in	
  the	
  year	
  
1899	
  quoting	
  the	
  Gr”a	
  that	
  Germans	
  descend	
  
from	
  Amalek	
  

Is	
  Germany	
  Categorically	
  Evil?	
  



*  The	
  first	
  indication	
  a	
  Jewish	
  community	
  in	
  these	
  regions	
  is	
  
found	
  in	
  a	
  decree	
  of	
  Constantine	
  the	
  Great	
  in	
  the	
  year	
  321	
  
placing	
  Jews	
  on	
  the	
  same	
  level	
  as	
  Roman	
  citizens.	
  	
  It	
  
references	
  Jews	
  in	
  Cologne	
  on	
  the	
  Rhine	
  River	
  

First	
  Jews	
  in	
  Germany	
  



*  Idea	
  of	
  Medieval	
  Germany	
  is	
  a	
  misnomer	
  as	
  there	
  was	
  
no	
  “Germany”	
  until	
  the	
  19th	
  c.	
  when	
  it	
  emerged	
  from	
  
Prussia.	
  
*  In	
  the	
  Middle	
  Ages,	
  the	
  area	
  was	
  simply	
  an	
  
amalgamation	
  of	
  feuding	
  cities,	
  kingdoms	
  and	
  
republics	
  
*  The	
  King	
  of	
  “Germany”	
  answered	
  to	
  the	
  Holy	
  Roman	
  
Emperor	
  

Holy	
  Roman	
  Empire	
  	
  



*  First	
  ruler	
  to	
  treat	
  Jews	
  well	
  was	
  
Charlemagne,	
  King	
  of	
  the	
  Franks.	
  	
  He	
  
reigned	
  from	
  768-­‐814.	
  
*  By	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  the	
  8th	
  century,	
  his	
  Kingdom	
  
which	
  became	
  known	
  as	
  the	
  “First	
  Reich”	
  
included	
  France,	
  Netherlands,	
  Belgium,	
  
Northern	
  Spain,	
  Germany	
  and	
  Austria.	
  
*  He	
  used	
  Jews	
  for	
  diplomacy.	
  	
  They	
  excelled	
  
in	
  trade	
  and	
  commerce	
  
*  When	
  Church	
  forbade	
  usury,	
  Jews	
  gained	
  
monopoly	
  on	
  money	
  lending	
  which	
  
endeared	
  them	
  to	
  society	
  

Charlemagne 	
  	
  



*  First	
  city	
  to	
  record	
  an	
  official	
  Jewish	
  settlement	
  is	
  Mainz	
  
(Mayence).	
  
*  Shortly	
  after,	
  the	
  city	
  of	
  Worms	
  was	
  settled.	
  
*  Rabbeinu	
  Gershom	
  ben	
  Yehudah	
  (950	
  -­‐1028)	
  	
  
*  Known	
  as	
  Me’or	
  Ha’Golah	
  
*  Lived	
  in	
  Mainz	
  and	
  credited	
  with	
  transforming	
  it	
  into	
  a	
  Jewish	
  

intellectual	
  and	
  spiritual	
  center	
  during	
  that	
  time	
  

Mainz	
  and	
  Worms	
  



*  R’	
  Yitzchak	
  Halevi	
  (d.	
  1070),	
  who	
  was	
  Rashi’s	
  Rebbe,	
  
was	
  an	
  early	
  settler	
  of	
  Worms.	
  	
  	
  
*  First	
  Shul	
  dedicated	
  in	
  1034	
  
*  Because	
  of	
  its	
  location	
  on	
  the	
  Rhine	
  River	
  it	
  had	
  a	
  
powerful	
  trading	
  status	
  and	
  was	
  a	
  center	
  for	
  
commerce.	
  
*  King	
  Henry	
  IV	
  encouraged	
  Jewish	
  settlement	
  in	
  
Worms	
  by	
  exempting	
  Jews	
  from	
  taxation.	
  

Growth	
  of	
  Worms	
  



Cemetery	
  in	
  Worms	
  

1076	
  a	
  Jewish	
  cemetery	
  is	
  established	
  in	
  Worms.	
  	
  It	
  is	
  the	
  
oldest	
  preserved	
  Jewish	
  cemetery	
  in	
  Germany	
  



*  The	
  Jewish	
  communities	
  of	
  the	
  cities	
  of	
  Mainz,	
  Speyer	
  and	
  
Worms	
  formed	
  a	
  coalition	
  known	
  as	
  Shu’m.	
  	
  It	
  was	
  the	
  
center	
  of	
  Jewish	
  life	
  and	
  the	
  authority	
  of	
  Ashkenazic	
  Jewry	
  
during	
  medieval	
  times.	
  	
  	
  
*  Shu”m	
  stands	
  for:	
  
*  Shin	
  is	
  for	
  Shpira	
  (Spira)	
  
*  Vav	
  for	
  Vormisia	
  
*  Mem	
  for	
  Mainz	
  

	
  The	
  cities	
  set	
  up	
  	
   שו”ם  
	תקנות 	
  formulated	
  and	
  agreed	
  upon	
  
over	
  a	
  period	
  of	
  decades	
  by	
  their	
  Jewish	
  community	
  leaders.	
  	
  

Takanos	
  Shu”m	
  



*  Relationship	
  between	
  Jews	
  and	
  Christians	
  in	
  
(Ashkenaz)	
  Germany	
  can	
  be	
  traced	
  to	
  6th	
  century	
  
*  Gregory	
  I	
  (540-­‐604),	
  “Gregory	
  the	
  Great”	
  rejected	
  
forced	
  conversions,	
  but	
  welcomed	
  conversion	
  
through	
  persuasion.	
  	
  He	
  protected	
  existing	
  rights	
  
of	
  Jews.	
  
*  In	
  the	
  9th	
  c.,	
  during	
  reign	
  of	
  Louis	
  the	
  Pious,	
  son	
  of	
  
Charlemagne,	
  Bishop	
  Agobard	
  of	
  Lyons	
  began	
  an	
  
attack	
  of	
  the	
  Jews.	
  
*  He	
  accused	
  the	
  King	
  of	
  granting	
  special	
  favor	
  to	
  
Jews	
  and	
  allowing	
  them	
  undue	
  influence	
  in	
  his	
  
court.	
  	
  “Jewish	
  Lobby”	
  	
  

Jews	
  and	
  Christians	
  



*  Common	
  Christians	
  preferred	
  listening	
  to	
  Rabbis	
  
sermons	
  and	
  Jewish	
  preachers	
  
*  Government	
  gave	
  sanction	
  for	
  building	
  new	
  
synagogues	
  
*  Market	
  day	
  was	
  changed	
  from	
  Saturday	
  so	
  Jews	
  
could	
  participate	
  
*  Agobard	
  wrote	
  letters	
  calling	
  Judaism	
  a	
  “religion	
  of	
  
magic	
  and	
  mysticism”	
  

Bishop	
  Agobard	
  



*  Louis	
  the	
  Pious	
  wasn’t	
  influenced	
  by	
  Agobard	
  and	
  
continued	
  to	
  be	
  good	
  the	
  Jews.	
  
*  However,	
  soon	
  after,	
  Bodo	
  a	
  German	
  nobleman	
  and	
  
deacon,	
  and	
  a	
  high	
  member	
  of	
  the	
  Church	
  and	
  court	
  
of	
  Louis	
  the	
  Pious	
  converted	
  to	
  Judaism	
  
*  Bodo	
  became	
  Eliezer,	
  had	
  a	
  bris,	
  grew	
  a	
  beard	
  and	
  
married	
  a	
  Jewish	
  woman.	
  
*  Church	
  became	
  concerned	
  that	
  Agobard	
  was	
  correct	
  
and	
  a	
  sentiment	
  of	
  Anti	
  Semitism	
  began	
  to	
  grow	
  

Conversion	
  of	
  Bodo	
  



*  November	
  26,	
  1095	
  in	
  Clermont,	
  
France,	
  Pope	
  Urban	
  II	
  made	
  a	
  public	
  
appeal	
  to	
  Christians	
  to	
  liberate	
  
Jerusalem	
  from	
  the	
  Muslim	
  Turks.	
  	
  	
  
*  Christians	
  promised	
  their	
  past	
  sins	
  
would	
  be	
  forgiven	
  if	
  they	
  
participated.	
  	
  Whoever	
  died	
  in	
  battle	
  
would	
  go	
  to	
  heaven.	
  	
  Some	
  inspired	
  
by	
  economic	
  and	
  political	
  motives	
  
*  Jerusalem	
  was	
  the	
  goal	
  but	
  killing	
  
infidels	
  along	
  the	
  way	
  was	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  
mission.	
  

First	
  Crusade	
  



*  Jews	
  accused	
  of	
  crimes	
  against	
  their	
  
host	
  countries	
  
*  Many	
  subject	
  to	
  forced	
  baptism	
  
though	
  many	
  chose	
  to	
  give	
  their	
  lives	
  
instead	
  
*  Some	
  practiced	
  Judaism	
  in	
  secret	
  
*  12,000	
  Jews	
  from	
  Speyer,	
  Treves,	
  
Worms,	
  Mainz	
  and	
  Cologne	
  murdered.	
  
*  Entire	
  communities	
  wiped	
  out	
  and	
  lost	
  
*  A	
  kinnah	
  on	
  Tisha	
  B’Av	
  morning	
  
dedicated	
  to	
  above	
  cities	
  

Effect	
  of	
  1st	
  Crusade	
  on	
  Jews	
  



*  Second	
  Crusade:	
  1144	
  Pope	
  Eugene	
  III	
  
*  Third	
  Crusade:	
  1187	
  Frederick	
  Babrossa,	
  Emperor	
  of	
  
Germany	
  
*  Fourth	
  Crusade:	
  1203	
  Christian	
  warriors	
  set	
  out	
  for	
  
Jerusalem	
  but	
  only	
  reached	
  Constantinople,	
  the	
  
Christian	
  Greek	
  Orthodox	
  capital.	
  Beginning	
  of	
  
tension	
  between	
  Greek	
  and	
  Roman	
  Churches	
  
*  Fifth	
  Crusade:	
  1216	
  led	
  by	
  Frederick	
  II	
  

Further	
  Crusades	
  



Av	
  Ha’Rachamim	
  



Rabbi	
  Soloveitchik	
  Commentary	
  



*  Jews	
  no	
  longer	
  hold	
  public	
  office	
  
*  Jewish	
  ghetto	
  began	
  which	
  was	
  locked	
  
from	
  the	
  outside	
  every	
  night	
  
*  Jews	
  couldn’t	
  wander	
  the	
  streets	
  at	
  night	
  
or	
  on	
  Christian	
  holidays	
  
*  In	
  1215,	
  Pope	
  Innocent	
  II	
  decreed	
  Jews	
  
must	
  wear	
  a	
  yellow	
  badge	
  and	
  Jews	
  
couldn’t	
  leave	
  their	
  homes	
  for	
  3	
  days	
  
before	
  Easter	
  

Permanent	
  Impact	
  of	
  Crusades	
  



*  Jewish	
  community	
  in	
  Ghetto	
  was	
  
autonomous	
  
*  Each	
  Kehillah	
  had	
  a	
  shtadlan,	
  a	
  
community	
  representative	
  to	
  
interact	
  with	
  non	
  Jewish	
  rulers	
  
and	
  businessmen.	
  
*  Jewish	
  isolationism	
  led	
  to	
  the	
  rise	
  
of	
  Yiddish	
  which	
  was	
  a	
  medieval	
  
German	
  dialect	
  mixed	
  with	
  
Hebrew	
  and	
  the	
  local	
  vernacular.	
  	
  
Yiddish	
  was	
  the	
  dominant	
  
language	
  of	
  Ashkenazik	
  Jews	
  for	
  
800	
  years.	
  

Ghetto	
  Life	
  



*  Series	
  of	
  blood	
  libels	
  and	
  accusations	
  
*  April	
  of	
  1298,	
  Jews	
  of	
  Rottinger	
  burned	
  at	
  
the	
  stake	
  
*  Went	
  town	
  to	
  town	
  killing	
  Jews.	
  	
  Entire	
  
community	
  of	
  Wurzburg	
  destroyed.	
  
*  Jews	
  of	
  Nuremberg	
  escaped	
  to	
  a	
  fortress	
  
and	
  fought	
  off	
  attackers.	
  	
  Eventually	
  
overpowered	
  and	
  slaughtered.	
  
*  Among	
  them,	
  R.	
  Mordechai	
  b.	
  Hillel	
  
ha’Cohen	
  (1250-­‐1298),	
  “The	
  Mordechai”	
  
*  Within	
  6	
  months,	
  146	
  communities	
  were	
  
destroyed	
  and	
  over	
  100,000	
  Jews	
  were	
  
massacred.	
  

13th	
  Century	
  Massacres	
  of	
  the	
  Jews	
  



*  Killed	
  25	
  million	
  people	
  
*  One	
  third	
  of	
  European	
  population	
  was	
  wiped	
  out	
  
*  Economic	
  collapse	
  followed	
  	
  
*  Jews	
  were	
  blamed	
  even	
  though	
  they	
  suffered	
  much	
  
less,	
  likely	
  because	
  of	
  greater	
  forms	
  of	
  hygiene	
  due	
  to	
  
Halacha.	
  
*  In	
  wake	
  of	
  Black	
  Death,	
  from	
  1349-­‐1360	
  a	
  pattern	
  of	
  
expelling	
  Jews	
  began.	
  

Black	
  Death	
  –	
  Bubonic	
  Plague	
  



*  Under	
  King	
  Rupert	
  (1352-­‐1410)	
  things	
  began	
  to	
  change	
  
for	
  the	
  positive.	
  
*  Historians	
  say	
  beginning	
  of	
  the	
  15th	
  century	
  was	
  the	
  
happiest	
  interval	
  for	
  Jews	
  in	
  the	
  Middle	
  Ages	
  
*  He	
  reversed	
  decrees	
  against	
  the	
  Jews	
  and	
  
reestablished	
  their	
  rights.	
  
*  When	
  Rupert	
  died,	
  German	
  Empire	
  returned	
  to	
  anti	
  
Semitism	
  

Early	
  15th	
  century	
  



*  Jewish	
  population	
  of	
  Germany	
  
migrated	
  from	
  towns	
  on	
  the	
  Rhine	
  in	
  
the	
  South	
  to	
  the	
  East	
  and	
  the	
  North.	
  
*  Communities	
  began	
  forming	
  in	
  
Munich,	
  Vienna	
  and	
  Berlin.	
  
*  Martin	
  Luther	
  and	
  the	
  Reformation	
  he	
  
led	
  did	
  not	
  offer	
  any	
  improvement	
  for	
  
the	
  Jews	
  who	
  continued	
  to	
  be	
  
oppressed.	
  	
  

Migration	
  



*  Rapid	
  growth	
  of	
  the	
  Jewish	
  population	
  
*  Luther’s	
  reformation	
  set	
  tone	
  for	
  the	
  Thirty	
  Years	
  War	
  
(1618-­‐1648)	
  
*  Germany	
  was	
  ravaged.	
  	
  Death	
  attributed	
  to	
  armed	
  
conflict,	
  famine	
  and	
  disease.	
  	
  Germany	
  was	
  fractured	
  
and	
  France	
  the	
  dominant	
  power.	
  
*  Jews	
  were	
  needed	
  for	
  the	
  economy	
  and	
  so	
  were	
  
reintegrated	
  into	
  society	
  

16th	
  	
  &	
  17th	
  Centuries	
  



*  Tosafos	
  school	
  initiated	
  during	
  1st	
  Crusade	
  and	
  produced	
  
Torah	
  giants	
  
*  R’	
  Yitzchak	
  b.	
  Asher	
  –	
  Riva	
  (d.	
  1130)	
  
*  Rabbeinu	
  Tam	
  	
  
*  Rashbam	
  
*  R’Elazar	
  Rokeach	
  of	
  Worms	
  
*  R’	
  Eliezer	
  of	
  Metz	
  (1120-­‐1190)	
  
*  Ravya	
  
*  R.	
  Yehudah	
  Ha’Chasid	
  
*  Ohr	
  Zaruah	
  
*  Maharam	
  Rutenberg	
  

*  Rosh	
  –	
  Rabbeinu	
  Asher	
  (1235-­‐1310)	
  fled	
  from	
  Germany	
  to	
  
Spain	
  in	
  1303	
  and	
  became	
  leader	
  of	
  Spain	
  after	
  the	
  Rashba	
  

Great	
  Rabbis	
  of	
  Germany	
  



*  R’	
  Yaakov	
  ben	
  Moshe	
  HaLevi	
  Moellin	
  –	
  Maharil	
  
(1365-­‐1427)	
  
*  R’	
  Yaakov	
  ben	
  Yehudah	
  Weil	
  –	
  Mahariv	
  (d.	
  1456)	
  
*  R’	
  Yisroel	
  ben	
  Pesachiah	
  Isserlin	
  –	
  Terumas	
  Ha’Deshen	
  
(1390-­‐1460)	
  

Ashkenazic	
  Halachists	
  



Wimpel	
  –	
  
*  Baby	
  boy	
  swaddled	
  in	
  a	
  cloth	
  after	
  his	
  Bris.	
  	
  Cloth	
  later	
  turned	
  

into	
  a	
  wrap	
  for	
  the	
  Sefer	
  Torah.	
  
*  Comes	
  from	
  statement	
  at	
  the	
  Bris	
  –	
  k’sheim	
  shenichnas	
  l’bris,	
  

kein	
  yikaneis	
  l’Torah…	
  
*  Sewing	
  wimpel	
  a	
  good	
  omen	
  so	
  a	
  bride	
  or	
  childless	
  woman	
  

asked	
  to	
  do	
  it.	
  
*  Maharil	
  preferred	
  it	
  be	
  made	
  from	
  silk.	
  	
  Was	
  decorated	
  and	
  

often	
  had	
  baby’s	
  name	
  and	
  date	
  of	
  birth	
  
*  Shul	
  Troggen	
  –	
  ceremony	
  of	
  bringin	
  the	
  Wimpel	
  to	
  Shul	
  

usually	
  around	
  childs	
  3rd	
  birthday.	
  	
  
	
  
	
  

German	
  Customs	
  



Thank	
  You	
  for	
  Coming,	
  please	
  
remember…	
  


